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Another aspect of the wider area of media that also needs to be aware of children and the younger audiences, is the design of theme park rides and the way in which the whole experience is specifically designed to give the right amount of tension all for ages. The York maze caters for children but also has to excite teenagers to create an experience for all ages, especially at this time of year where there is a lot of Halloween themed attractions.


The owner of York Maze is Tom Pearcy, who explains what it’s like to try and cater for a range of ages.





Clip 1


 He says it’s a matter of testing it out and using your common sense as a designer. Do you think there is a certain age that the attraction is best suited for?


 


Clip 2


 So what about rides, he believes it’s important that children are exposed to a certain level of tension and the appearance of danger to give children the experience of risk. 


 


Clip 3


 The park needs to keep changing which indicates that we get used to fear, whether that is desensitised or in simpler term we know what’s going to happen. Do you think it’s the unknown which increases the tension?


 


Clip 4


 That was Tom Pearcy from the York Maze.


 So how important is it that we are exposed to fear and danger as children? There are some circumstances where children must be protected, especially in acting. Child actors must be protected from unsuitable content, one way of doing this is hiding the content of their lines, and preventing them from seeing the finished piece. Here is an example of a radio drama by Emma Heaps, a former student here who worked with a child actor in order to create a horror piece. If you want to follow the work of Emma Heaps be sure to catch her on Reform Radio, and get in touch with us on our twitter, facebook and website to give us your thoughts on horror in radio. 
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